COMMEMORATIVE PROGRAM

The Providence Forum Presents:

Flag Day Celebration 2004: Delaware’s 300th Anniversary

June 14th, 2004, 7:00 pm, Grand Opera House

Prelude

The Westminster Brass

Three Marches of American Revolutionary Days
arr. Daniel Hodgson


General Greene March


Banks of the Swale


Shellpott Hill

Semper Fidelis




John Philip Sousa

Eternal Father, Strong to Save


John Dykes

The Liberty Bell




John Philip Sousa

Washington Post




John Philip Sousa

George M. Cohan Medley



arr. Paul Nagle


You’re a Grand Old Flag


The Yankee Doodle Bugle Boy

The Stars and Stripes Forever



John Philip Sousa

Grand Triumphal Chorus



Alexander Guilmant


Westminster Brass


Vince Treadway, Organ

Fife and Drum music 

Delaware Regimental Fife and Drum Corps 

Welcome

Presentation of Colors (Please Stand)

Delaware National Honor Guard  

The Star Spangled Banner

Please Stand and Sing the first stanza

Robert McFarland, Soloist

Text, Francis Scott Key, 1814

Music attributed to John Stafford Smith

Verse 1

O say, can you see, by the dawn's early light,
What so proudly we hail'd at the twilight's last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thro' the perilous fight,
O'er the ramparts we watch'd, were so gallantly streaming?
And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof thro' the night that our flag was still there.
O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

Pledge of Allegiance 

Lt. Governor John Carney

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Historical Notes: 

The original pledge was published in the Sept. 8, 1892, issue of The Youth's Companion in Boston. For years, the authorship was in dispute between James B. Upham and Francis Bellamy of the magazine's staff. In 1939, after a study of the controversy, the United States Flag Association decided that authorship be credited to Bellamy.

Welcome and Recognition of Honored Guests 

Speaker of the House of Representatives Terry Spence

America the Beautiful 

(Please Stand and sing verse 1 and then be seated to enjoy our soloist)

Jeffrey Kneebone, soloist 

Text, Katharine Lee Bates,
Music,  Samuel A. Ward

Verse 1

O beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties 
Above the fruited plain! 
America! America! 
God shed his grace on thee 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea! 


Verse2
O beautiful for pilgrim feet 
Whose stern impassioned stress
A thoroughfare of freedom beat 
Across the wilderness! 
America! America! 
God mend thine every flaw, 
Confirm thy soul in self-control, 
Thy liberty in law! 


Verse3
O beautiful for heroes proved 
In liberating strife. 
Who more than self their country loved
And mercy more than life! 
America! America! 
May God thy gold refine 
Till all success be nobleness 
And every gain divine! 
 
Verse 7
O beautiful for patriot dream 
That sees beyond the years 
Thine alabaster cities gleam 
Undimmed by human tears! 
America! America! 
God shed his grace on thee 
Till nobler men keep once again 
Thy whiter jubilee!

The 300th Delaware State Assembly Anniversary Celebration 

Lieutenant Governor John Carney

A Lasting Legacy

Composed by Stuart Sacks with text by famous Americans

Jeffrey Kneebone, Narrator/Baritone
Flag Day is a day when we are to recall the things which we should do every day of our lives.  There are no days of special patriotism.  

Woodrow Wilson
We identify the flag with almost everything we hold dear on earth.  It represents our peace and security, our civil and political liberty, our freedom of religious worship, our family, our friends, our home.  We see it in the great multitude of blessings, of rights and privileges that make up our country.

But when we look at our flag and behold it emblazoned with all our rights, we must remember that it is equally a symbol of our duties.  Every glory that we associate with it is the result of duty done.  

Calvin Coolidge
If one asks me the meaning of our flag, I say to him:  It means all that the Constitution of our people, organizing for justice, for liberty, and for happiness, meant.  Our flag carries American ideas, American history and American feelings.  This American Flag was the safeguard of liberty.  It was an ordinance of liberty by the people, for the people.  That it meant, that it means, and by the blessing of God, that it shall mean to the end of time!  Henry Ward Beecher
We have gathered here to affirm a faith, a faith in a common purpose, a common conviction, a common devotion.  Some of us have chosen America as the land of our adoption; the rest have come from those who did the same.  For this reason we have some right to consider ourselves a picked group, a group of those who had the courage to break from the past and brave the dangers and the loneliness of a strange land.  What was the object that nerved us, or those who went before us, to this choice?  We sought liberty – freedom from oppression, freedom from want, freedom to be ourselves.  This then we sought; this we now believe that we are by way of winning.  What do we mean when we say that first of all we seek liberty?  I often wonder whether we do not rest our hopes too much upon constitutions, upon laws, and upon courts.  These are false hopes; believe me, these are false hopes.  Liberty lies in the hearts of men and women; when it dies there, no constitution, no law, no court can save it; no constitution, no law no court can even do much to help it.  While it lies there, it needs no constitution, no law, no court to save it.  And what is this liberty which must lie in the hearts of men and women?  It is not the ruthless, the unbridled will; it is not freedom to do as one likes.  That is the denial of liberty, and leads straight to its overthrow.  A society in which men recognize no check upon their freedom soon becomes a society where freedom is the possession of only a savage few – as we have learned to our sorrow.

What, then, is the spirit of liberty?  I cannot define it; I can only tell you my own faith.  The spirit of liberty is the spirit which is not too sure that it is right; the spirit of liberty is the spirit which seeks to understand the minds of those men and women; the spirit of liberty is the spirit which weighs their interest alongside its own without bias; the spirit of liberty remembers that not even a sparrow falls to earth unheeded; the spirit of liberty is the spirit of him who, near two thousand years ago, taught mankind that lesson it has never learned, but has never quite forgotten – that there may be a kingdom where the least shall be heard and considered side-by-side with the greatest.  

Judge Learned Hand
I have lived, Sir, a long time, and the longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of this truth: that God governs in the affairs of man.  And if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His notice is it probable that an empire can rise without His aid?  We have been assured, Sir, in the Sacred Writings that ‘except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it (Psalm 127:1).’  

Benjamin Franklin


My country ‘tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing:



Land where my fathers died, land of the pilgrims’ pride,



From ev’ry mountain side let freedom ring!

We cannot long enjoy our “sweet land of liberty” unless we affirm the song’s last stanza as well:  



Our fathers’ God, to Thee, author of liberty, to Thee we sing:



Long may our land be bright with freedom’s holy light;



Protect us by Thy might, great God, our King!

It is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the Providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His protection and favor.










George Washington
Aboard a British ship in the midst of battle, Francis Scott Key penned these immortal words:



O say, can you see, by the dawn’s early light,



What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,



Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous fight,



O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?



And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,



Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.



O say, does that star spangled banner yet wave



O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

All but forgotten, however, are the stirring words of the last stanza of our National Anthem.  They reveal a faith in God’s providential care and declare our Nation’s motto.  Join me in praising “The Power that hath made and preserved us a Nation.”



O! thus be it ever when free men shall stand



Between their loved home and the war’s desolation;



Blest with vict’ry and peace, may the Heav’n-rescued land



Praise the Pow’r that hath made and preserved us a nation!



Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just;



And this be our motto, “In God is our trust!”



And the star spangled banner in triumph shall wave



O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!

Recognition of Veterans and/or their spouses    

Speaker Terry Spence 

God Bless the U.S.A.

Robert McFarland, soloist

Text, Lee Greenwood

Remarks on Faith and Patriotism

Rabbi Aaron Landes, Retired Admiral  

Prayers for our Nation and for the State of Delaware

Chaplains from the Armed Services of the United States

Four Chaplains on the Sea of Glory 
Wintley Phipps

Text and Music, Senator Orrin Hatch

A convoy of three ships and three escorting Coast Guard cutters passed through "torpedo alley" some 100 miles off the coast of Greenland at about 1 a.m. on February 3, 1943. The submarine U-223 fired three torpedoes, one of which hit the midsection of the Dorchester, a U.S. Army troopship with more than 900 men on board. Ammonia and oil were everywhere in the fast-sinking vessel and upon the freezing sea. 

The four Chaplains on board, two Protestant pastors, a Catholic priest and a Jewish rabbi, were among the first on deck, calming the men and handing out life jackets. When they ran out, they took off their own and placed them on waiting soldiers without regard to faith or race. Approximately 18 minutes from the explosion, the ship went down. They were the last to be seen by witnesses; they were standing arm-in-arm on the hull of the ship, each praying in his own way for the care of the men. Almost 700 died, making it the third largest loss at sea of its kind for the United States during World War II. The Coast Guard Cutter Tampa was able to escort the other freighters to Greenland. Meanwhile the cutters Comanche and Escanaba, disobeying orders to continue the search for the German U-Boat, stopped to rescue 230 men from the frigid waters that night.

The four Chaplains were Father John Washington (Catholic), Reverend Clark Poling (Dutch Reformed), Rabbi Alexander Goode (Jewish) and Rev. George Fox (Methodist). These four Chaplains were later honored by the Congress and Presidents. They were recognized for their selfless acts of courage, compassion and faith. According to the First Sergeant on the ship, "They were always together, they carried their faith together." They demonstrated throughout the voyage and in their last moments, interfaith compassion in their relationship with the men and with each other. In 1960 Congress created a special Congressional Medal of Valor, never to be repeated again, and gave it to the next of kin of the "Immortal Chaplains."

Flag Folding Ceremony 

Narrator, Jeffrey Kneebone 

In the Armed Forces of the Unites States, at the ceremony of retreat, the flag is lowered, folded in a triangle fold and kept under watch throughout the night as a tribute to our nation’s honored dead.  The next morning it is brought out and, at the ceremony of reveille, run aloft as a symbol of our belief in the resurrection of the body.  But further, America’s freedom has proved that eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.  Our military knows this best.  So America celebrates Memorial Day and Veterans Day so that all Americans will remember its fallen heroes and veterans.  At a veteran’s funeral, the casket is draped with a flag, which is then folded into a triangle and given to the family “on behalf of a grateful nation.”  That folding ceremony has a special meaning.  (Please refer to The Providence Forum’s Flag Folding Piece in your Program)

· The First fold is a symbol of life

· The second fold is a symbol of our belief in the eternal life

· The third fold is made in honor and remembrance of the veteran departing our ranks and who gave a portion of life for the defense of our country to attain peace throughout the world.

· The fourth fold represents our weaker nature; for as American citizens trusting in God, it is to Him we turn in times of peace as well as in times of war for His divine guidance.

· The fifth fold it a tribute to our country, for in the words of Stephen Decatur, “Our Country, in dealing with other countries, may she always be right, but it is still our country, right or wrong.”

· The sixth fold is for where our hearts lie.  It is with ours heart that we pledge allegiance to the flag of the Unites States of America, and to the republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

· The seventh fold is a tribute to our Armed forces, for it is through the Armed Forces that we protect our country and our flag against all enemies, whether they be found within or without the boundaries of our republic.

· The eighth fold is a tribute to the one who entered into the valley of the shadow of death, that we might see the light of day, and to honor our mother, for whom it flies on Mother’s Day.

· The ninth fold is a tribute to womanhood, for is has been through their faith, love, loyalty and devotion that the character of the men and women who have made this country great have been molded.

· The tenth fold is a tribute to father, for he, too, has given his sons and daughters for the defense of our country since he or she was first born.

· The eleventh fold, in the eyes of Hebrew citizens, represents the lower portion of the seal of King David and King Solomon and glorifies, in their eyes, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

· The twelfth fold, in the eyes of a Christian citizen, represents an emblem of eternity and glorifies, in their eyes, God the Father, the Son and Holy Ghost.

When the flag is completely folded, the stars are uppermost, reminding us of our national motto, “In God We Trust.”

Put Your Hand over Your Heart 

Text and Music, Senator Orrin Hatch

Wintley Phipps 

Intermission (10 minutes)

My Country ‘Tis of Thee (Please Stand)

Text, Samuel F. Smith

Music, Thesaurus Musicus, c. 1745

My country, ‘tis of thee,

Sweet land of liberty,

Of thee I sing:

Land where my fathers died,

Land of the Pilgrim’s pride.

From every mountain side

Let freedom ring.

Let music swell the breeze,

And ring from all the trees

Sweet freedom's song.

Let mortal tongues awake;

Let all that breathe partake;

Let rocks their silence break,

The sound prolong.

Our fathers' God, to Thee,

Author of liberty,

To Thee we sing:

Long may our land be bright

With freedom's holy light;

Protect us by Thy might,

Great God our King!

Remarks on The First State Program 

John M. Templeton Jr., MD, Board of Directors 

The Providence Forum

Lift Every Voice and Sing or “The Negro National Anthem”

Words by James Weldon Johnson in 1899

Music John Rosamond Johnson

Lift every voice and sing

Till earth and heaven ring,

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;

Let our rejoicing rise

High as the listening skies,

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us,

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun

Let us march on till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod,

Bitter the chastening rod,

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;

Yet with a steady beat,

Have not our weary feet

Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?

We have come over a way that with tears have been watered,

We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,

Out from the gloomy past,

Till now we stand at last

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years,

God of our silent tears,

Thou who has brought us thus far on the way;

Thou who has by Thy might 

Led us into the light,

Keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Lest our feet stray from the places, Our God, where we met Thee;

Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;

Shadowed beneath Thy hand,

May we forever stand.

True to our God,
True to our native land.

History: originally written by James Weldon Johnson for a presentation in celebration of the birthday of Abraham Lincoln. This was originally performed in Jacksonville, Florida. James Johnson (1871-1938) studied literature at Atlanta University. He became a song writer, anthologist, teacher and lawyer. He was the first African American to pass the bar in the state of Florida. In 1906 he became the American consul in Puerto Cabello, Venezuela, and in 1909 consul in Corinto, Nicaragua. In 1920 he was appointed Executive Secretary of the NAACP. John Johnson (1873-1954) attended Atlanta University and the New England Conservatory of Music. He and his brother belonged to the song writing team of Cole and Johnson Brothers, writing over 200 songs. He also edited a number of collections of African American music.

The History of the Liberty Bell

Dr. Peter A. Lillback, The Providence Forum

The Liberty Bell Song

Kim Sledge Allen

Words and music by Rose Shorre/BMI

Liberty bell, ring out freedom, throughout the world. 

Freedom for everyone to enjoy. Let’s be friends with our neighbors across the borders.

We’ll find it to be better by far. No more wars and no more hatred for each other.

No more drugs now turn in all your guns.

Come see the light a new day is dawning. No more drugs and respect for all.

It would be so much better than fighting and living in fear.

So let’s realize that life is to be enjoyed.

Let’s learn each others language for better understanding.
It’s time we learn to live in peace.

Break bread with our enemies, let’s make them our friends.

Dance and sing enjoy our lives from this day on.
We must be kind and we must educate ourselves to be worthy of this beautiful wonderful world.

Liberty bell ring out freedom throughout the world.

Freedom’ for everyone to enjoy.
Remembrance of our Past Fallen Heroes

Dr. Peter Lillback 

The Providence Forum 

Taps

Kenneth Laudermilch

The history of Taps, that most recognizable of all military bugle calls, is somewhat cloudy, sorting itself into “history” and “legend”.  Herein we present both.

The Legend

“It all began in 1862, during the Civil War, when a Union Army Captain (Robert Ellicombe) was with his men near Harrison’s Landing in Virginia.  The Confederate Army was on the other side of the narrow strip of land.  During the night, Captain Ellicombe heard the moan of a boy who lay mortally wounded on the field.  Not knowing if it was a Union or Confederate soldier, the Captain decided to risk his life and bring the stricken man back for medical attention.  Crawling on his stomach through gun fire, the Captain reached the stricken soldier and began pulling him toward his encampment.  When the Captain finally reached his own lines, he discovered that it was actually a Confederate soldier, but he was dead.

“The Captain lit a lantern.  Suddenly he caught his breath and went numb with shock.  In the dim light – he saw the face of the soldier.  It was his own son.  The boy had been studying music in the South and when the war broke out, he enlisted in the Confederate Army without telling his father.

“The following morning, the heartbroken father asked for permission of this superiors to give his son a full military burial, despite his enemy status.  His request was only partially granted.  The Captain asked if he could have the army band members play a funeral dirge for his son at the services.  The request was turned down since the soldier was a Confederate.  Out of respect for his father, they did give permission for the use of only one musician.  The Captain chose a bugler.  He asked the bugler to play a series of musical notes he had found on a piece of paper in the pocket of his son’s uniform.

“The wish was granted.  The music was the haunting melody we now know as “Taps” which is played at all military funerals.”

Written by Historian Elizabeth May, first published in the American Legions Post Newsletter.

The History

The melody that gave the present day “Taps” was made during the Civil War by Union General Daniel Adams Butterfield, in command of a brigade camped at Harrison Landing, Virginia, near Richmond.  Up to that time, the U.S. Army infantry call to end the day was the French final call “L’Extinction des feux”.  General Butterfield decided the “lights out” music was too formal to signal the end of the day.  One day in July 1862, he recalled the “Tatoo” music and hummed a  version of it to an aide who wrote the melody down.  Butterfield asked the brigade bugler, Oliver W. Morton, to play the notes, and after listening, he lengthened and shortened them while keeping the original melody.

Thereafter, General Butterfield ordered Norton to play this new call at the end of each day instead of the regular call.  The music was heard and appreciated by the other brigades, who asked for copies and adopted it for their own use.  It was even adopted by the Confederates.

The melody was made the official Army bugle call after the war, but was not given the name “Taps” until 1874.

The first time “Taps” was played at a military funeral may have been in Virginia, soon after Butterfield composed it.  Union Captain John Tidball, head of an artillery battery, ordered it played for the burial of a cannoner killed in action.  Not wanting to reveal the position of the battery, Tidball substituted “Taps” for the three rifle volleys fired over the grave.

Source: “U.S. Army Military District of Columbia Fact sheet”

The Battle Hymn of the Republic

Robert McFarland, Narrator

Jeffrey Kneebone, Robert McFarland, Wintley Phipps, Baritones

Community Choir

Music, William Steffe

Text Julia Ward Howe as it was first written 1861, as documented in Reminscences 1819-1899, published in 1899

 Arr. Peter J. Wilhousky
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored,
He has loosed the fateful lightening of His terrible swift sword 
His truth is marching on. 

Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! 
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! 
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! 
His truth is marching on. 

I have seen Him in the watch-fires of a hundred circling camps 
They have builded Him an altar in the evening dews and damps 
l can read His righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps 
His day is marching on. 

Refrain 

I have read a fiery gospel writ in burnish`d rows of steel, 
"As ye deal with my contemners, So with you my grace shall deal;" 
Let the Hero, born of woman, crush the serpent with his heel 
Since God is marching on. 

Refrain

He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat 
He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgment-seat 
Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer Him! be jubilant, my feet! 
Our God is marching on. 

Refrain

In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea, 
With a glory in His bosom that transfigures you and me: 
As He died to make men holy, let us die to make men free, 
While God is marching on. 

Refrain

Concluding Remarks

Speaker Terry Spence

God Bless America 

Wintley Phipps

Text and Music, Irving Berlin

Colors Retired (Please Stand)

Finale

Eternal Father Strong to Save

Text, William Whiting

Music, John B. Dykes

Arr. Stuart Sacks

Invitation to Ring the Spirit of Liberty Bell

The Spirit of Liberty Bell is a full-sized replica of the original Liberty Bell, cast in 2001 by Whitechapel Foundry, the same foundry which cast the original Liberty Bell.  The replica was ordered by The Providence Forum in honor of the 300th  year anniversary of William Penn’s Charter of Privileges and the religious liberty it ushered into the American experience as well as the 250th anniversary of the ordering of the original Bell.  

The Spirit of Liberty Bell has taken on new significance in the aftermath on 9-11.  On that day, the American way of life was challenged, and the very essence of our Nation, freedom, was, and is, under attack.  The American response has been a reawakened passion for liberty and patriotism.  Flying the flag is one way that we have tried to express this response.  Those who have had opportunity to ring the Spirit of Liberty Bell, have found another expression for their sorrow, fear, hope, pride, and their love for their country.   

We invite you to “ring the bell for freedom” as we re-affirm as a nation that we are and will continue to be the “land of the free and the home of the brave.”

PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS

Kim Sledge Allen, is known internationally both as a solo artists and as a member of the Grammy nominated group, Sister Sledge.  For over twenty years the versatile entertainer has remained on top of the Pop, R&B, and Gospel charts with hits such as We Are Family, Time Will Tell, He’s The Greatest Dancer and most recently with her solo CD, Peaceful.  Sister Sledge has received over 100 awards and commendations, and has performed at Carnegie Hall in New York, The Sun Plaza in Tokyo and the Apollo Theatre in Harlem.  The group also hosted their own television show in Italy.  Ms. Sledge is a devoted wife and mother.  

Delaware Regimental Fife and Drum Corps are patriotic young men portraying the Delaware Regimental Fife and Drum Corps who served with distinction throughout the entire Revolutionary War.  We are committed to honoring and remembering the sacrifices of our forefathers who secured our liberty and independence. Over the last five years, we have volunteered and provided music and hands-on history programs and commemorations for museums, schools, libraries, and historic sites.  Our goal is to share our love of history and inspire an appreciation for our country's unique and precious heritage. Consisting of 4-8 young men aged 12-20, we dress in the waistcoats and breeches of the War for Independence. 

Jeffrey Kneebone has become a regular guest of the New York City Opera National Company since making his operatic debut in 1990 as Marcello in La Bohéme.   He has appeared with numerous opera companies around the country performing in title roles of Don Giovani, Rigoletto and others.  He has also appeared on the concert stage with The New World Symphony, Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra, and the American Symphony Orchestra among others. Further information is available from Pinnacle Art Management, Inc. at 212-397-7911.

Dr. Peter A. Lillback is the Executive Director The Providence Forum, the non-profit organization that is committed to preserving and promoting America’s spiritual roots of religious and civil liberties.  He is also Senior Pastor of Proclamation Presbyterian Church in Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania and is an adjunct professor of Historical Theology at Westminster Theological Seminary and Professor of Church History at Reformed Episcopal Seminary both located in Philadelphia. 
Robert McFarland continues to delight the opera world from Milano, Palermo, Barcelona, Seville, Lisbon, Nice, London, and cities across America, with a ready repertoire of over 83 major roles.  This singing actor has recorded with renowned artists Placido Domingo, Jose Carreras, and Roberto Alagna.  A well-known sacred artist, McFarland is frequently engaged for oratorio performances and often presents classical, sacred recitals.  Please visit www.jejartists.com for further information.

Wintley A. Phipps is a world-renowned vocal artist, preacher, and initiator of special projects. He is founder and president of the U.S. Dream Academy, Inc., dedicated to providing a values-based, interactive, tutorial and remedial education program targeted to at-risk children and youth across America.  He currently serves on the Board of Directors of Citizens’ Scholarship Foundation of America and has brought his considerable skills to a number of organizations including the Council for Religious Freedom, Prison Fellowship Ministries, and Promise Keepers.

Mr. Phipps has performed at Presidential Prayer Breakfasts for Presidents George W. Bush, William Jefferson Clinton, George H. Bush, Ronald Reagan, and Jimmy Carter.  He also appeared in the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, Network television special, Dr. Robert H. Schuler’s Hour of Power telecast, the Billy Graham Crusades, at the Vatican, the National Easter Seal Telethon, the Rosa Parks Birthday Celebration.  Phipps has conducted gospel music lectures on several continents including Europe, Australia, Africa and across America, has performed on Saturday Night Live, and Sunday Life, and been a guest on Oprah Winfrey, CBS Nightwatch, and CNN.  

The Providence Forum is a non-profit corporation whose mission is to re-instill and promote a Judeo-Christian worldview within our culture. With emphasis on the historical Judeo-Christian roots of our nation, the Forum intends to advance the faith, ethics and moral values which are consistent with the spirit of our nation’s founding.

Stuart Sacks’ musical career began in his early twenties. His compositions were performed on CBS television; he also conducted Jerome Hine’s celebrated opera on the life of Christ (“I am the Way”). Stuart was arranger and piano accompanist for eight years with former Metropolitan Opera baritone, Calvin Marsh. He has written commissioned works for artists in major symphony orchestras as well as for several performance ensembles. He is a graduate of Boston University (BS) and Southwest Seminary (ThD).  He is also the author of several theological books.
Terry Spence, Speaker of the House of Representatives, was first elected to the Delaware House of Representatives in 1980. He was elected to his present position as Speaker in 1987.  A native of Delaware, Mr. Spence has the distinction of being the longest serving Speaker of the House in Delaware’s history.  

H. Vincent Treadway is Music Director of Proclamation Presbyterian Church.  He received double masters degrees in Church Music and Organ Performance from Westminster Choir College and a Bachelor of Religious Education from Trinity Theological Seminary and College of the Bible.  Vince started playing piano professionally at the age of eight, and has had a career in music performance, directing, composing, and teaching.
The Westminster Brass has specialized in presenting sacred music concerts throughout the United States and Canada since 1976. Each member brings with him years of experience performing with such notable organizations as The Philadelphia Orchestra, the Pittsburgh Symphony, the Delaware Symphony and the American Christian Symphony.  Some of the members have had the privilege of working under the batons of Eugene Ormandy, Riccardo Muti, and Wolfgang Sawallisch in such great American concert halls as Lincoln Center, Carnegie Hall, and the Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts.  Please visit www.westminsterbrass.com for more information.
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The U.S. Dream Academy is a not-for profit organization dedicated to providing a unique, positive and powerful way to reach at-risk youth and prevent future unemployment, underemployment or incarceration.  Through aggressive and innovative academic enrichment and mentoring, the U.S. Dream Academy is working to build the dreams of the children of prisoners and those failing in school and provide the tools that they need to achieve their dreams. The U.S. Dream Academy recognizes that the “digital divide” that exists in many of the nation’s disadvantaged communities further divides the have and have-nots.  Development of computer skills and access to the internet are, therefore, an important part of the U.S. Dream Academy initiatives. 
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50th Anniversary


The phrase “under God” was added to the Pledge by President Eisenhower 50 years ago today, 


June 14, 1954. 





Musical Note


This musical piece was composed especially for this 300th Anniversary celebration by Dr. Stuart Sacks.  The selected texts were chosen to reflect reverence for the flag as well as for the American heritage of liberty.  


Our thanks to Dr. Sacks for his wonderful gift. 
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